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Peter Hill 
50 Newton Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19118 

Dear Mr. Hill, 

8 June 1994 

Thank you for sending documentation on the Black-backed Woodpecker to 
P.O.R.C. We regret that we are unable to accept this record at the present time. 
Several committee members felt that the details submitted did not rule out the 
possibility that the bird may have been a melanistic (or juvenile) Hairy Woodpecker. 
This does not of course mean that the bird was not a Black-backed Woodpecker, but 
merely that the evidence presented was not sufficient for a concrete determination to be 
made. You mention that photographs of the bird were taken, but that the whereabouts 
of these were unknown at the time of your submission. We would be extremely 
grateful if you could locate these and re-submit the record to P.O.R.C. for further 
review. 

We encourage you to document and submit details of any rare birds you may 
find in the future. 

Record# 521-01-1993 

Sincerely, 

Ed Kwater 
Chairman 
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I Record No.:521-01-1993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus) 

Date of Sighting: 2 May 1992 to 2 May 1992 
Location: 
County: PHILADELPHIA 
Observer(s): Peter Bill 

Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: Peter Bill 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 

Recording: NOHE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV ClassV 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F.Haas >< 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS 3 er-
DECISION ->< 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ? C &~;2- Date: .:2_-2!?-?Lf' 




